
Become An Appraiser 

In general, three requirements must be completed to become a real property appraiser: education, state 
exam, and experience, however, requirements vary in each state, so please refer to the state's 
requirements where you intend to earn a license. 

The United States currently offers four levels of appraisal licensing. 

Trainee Real Property Appraiser 

An appraiser trainee works under the direct supervision of a certified appraiser in good standing 
and may appraise the same properties as the supervising appraiser. (The availability of this level 
varies from state to state). 

Licensed Residential Real Property Appraiser 

A licensed residential appraiser may appraise one-to-four (non-complex) residential units with a 
transactional value less than $1 million and one-to-four (complex) residential units with a 
transactional value less than $400,000. 

Certified Residential Real Property Appraiser 

A certified residential appraiser may appraise one-to-four residential units without regard to value 
or complexity. 

Certified General Real Property Appraiser 

A certified general appraiser may appraise all types of real property. 

Trainee Real Property Appraiser 

Step 1. Education 

Most states require aspiring appraisers to first become a Trainee Appraiser (also known as an 
apprentice appraiser or a registered appraiser). 

Educational requirement: at least 75 hours* of qualifying education: 

1. Basic Appraisal Principles (30 hours) 
2. Basic Appraisal Procedures (30 hours) 
3. 15- Hour National USPAP Course (15 hours) 
4. Supervisory Appraiser/Trainee Appraiser Course (not included in 75 hours) 

*Certain states may require additional education, so please refer to the state's requirements. 

Appraisal Institute Education Packages 

Appraisal Institute offers Supervisory Appraiser/Trainee Appraiser course - which certain status require, 
so please refer to the state's requisites. 

http://www.appraisalinstitute.org/education-resources/state-appraisal-regulatory-agencies/
http://www.appraisalinstitute.org/education-resources/state-appraisal-regulatory-agencies/
https://www.appraisalinstitute.org/trainee/
https://www.appraisalinstitute.org/licensed-residential/
https://www.appraisalinstitute.org/certified-residential/
https://www.appraisalinstitute.org/certified-general/
https://www.appraisalinstitute.org/trainee/
https://ai.appraisalinstitute.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?webcode=AICourseDetail&cecKey=C91D3ED3-3F10-4A54-B3FF-C1F00995671F&courseType=classroom
https://ai.appraisalinstitute.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?webcode=AICourseDetail&cecKey=04EE1818-4F24-4FFD-8A85-2F27848F1782&courseType=classroom
https://ai.appraisalinstitute.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?webcode=AICourseDetail&cecKey=7C4006CF-3494-42F7-8A7A-E6DAE14F2ABE&courseType=classroom
https://www.appraisalinstitute.org/education-resources/state-appraisal-regulatory-agencies/
https://ai.appraisalinstitute.org/eweb/dynamicPage.aspx?webcode=AIOnlinePackages&site=ai&_ga=2.156532283.1838128853.1642613406-613529796.1642115482
https://ai.appraisalinstitute.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?webcode=AICourseDetail&cecKey=3F47A3C6-03D0-40FB-8DB7-1943E9255F1D&courseType=classroom


FAQs: Supervisory Appraiser/Trainee Course 

State Requirements for Supervisory, Trainee Appraisers 

Step 2. Application 

Upon the completion of all required courses (and the passing of any required exams), the aspiring trainee 
may apply (if applicable) for the appraisal trainee license by first identifying the certified appraiser who will 
directly supervise said trainee. 

1. Submit your application to your state (fees, fingerprints, background check information, etc.) 
2. Receive trainee license from your state 

Please refer to the state's application process on how to obtain a trainee license (if applicable). 

Step 3. Work Experience 

Upon completion of steps two and three, a trainee may begin working under the identified certified 
appraiser to gain experience hours. Both trainee and supervisor will record all completed work for 
eventual submission and review by the state when the trainee applies for the next level in licensure. 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

See links below for information on Joining the Appraisal Institute: 

How to Become an Appraiser  

Information on Joining the Appraisal Institute – click here 

Appraisal Institute Designations – click here 

 

AI Affiliation Opportunities 

Learn what AI category is the best fit for you! Learn More! 

  admissions@appraisalinstitute.org 

 (312) 335-4111 

 

https://www.appraisalinstitute.org/assets/1/7/SupervisoryTraineeCourseFAQs.pdf
https://www.appraisalinstitute.org/assets/1/7/Supervisor_Trainee_Requirements.xlsx
https://www.appraisalinstitute.org/become-appraiser/
https://www.appraisalinstitute.org/ai-affiliation/
https://www.appraisalinstitute.org/our-designations/
https://www.appraisalinstitute.org/ai-affiliation/
mailto:admissions@appraisalinstitute.org

